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VI. Remarks on the principal Paintings 
found in thefubterraneous City of Hercu- 
laneum, and at prefent in the Poffejfion of 
the King of Naples ; by — — Blondeau 
Q[q\ communicated by Tho. Stack M. D. 
JF. R. S. 




Read jan. 26/ | ^E Paintings found under-ground in 
■1/48-9. J^ Herculaneum near Tortici, are all 

done on Stucco in Water-colours in irejeo. They 
Jhavebeen taken from the': Walls of an Amphitheatre, 
a Temple, and floufes, and ?re ip great Variety, 
fome exceeding fine, and well preferved. I divide 
them into two Claffes, the firft of which contains 
the four following Pifturcs, 

The firft is 3 large ]?iece of 7 Peet by f, repre- 
fenting Thefeus, after having killed the Minotaur. 
He is naked at full Length, holding a Club or knot- 
ted Stick in his left Hand by rhe fmali End: A 
young Woman by his Side, holding the laid Club a 
little higher with her right Hand, and looking up 
wifhfully at him: Three Children of different Ages; 
one killing his right Arm, which is extended 5 the 
fecond his left Leg, which is a little rais'd 5 and the 
third grafpiftg and killing his left Arm 5 all ask were 
wiftung him joy, and carefling him after the Vi&ory ; 
the Minetaur lying on his Back dead at his Feet, 
a human Body with a Bulls Head and fhort Hprns. 
This Piece has been a great deal larger. On the 
upper Part is Part of a naked Arm with a Trumpet. 

The fecond j is a noble Piece of 10 Feet by 7, 
intire, and feems to reprefent Rome triumphant $ 
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viz. A grand Figure of a Woman fitting, with a 
Garland of Flowers on her Head, a majeftic com- 
manding Countenance, a knotted Club, exa&ly like 
that of The feus, long and tapering, in her left Hand, 
refting herfelf on her right Elbow, with her Hand to 
her Temple: A young Fawn laughing over her 
Shoulder, with a mufical Inftrument of twelve Pipes 
in his Hand. At her Side is a Basket of Fruit t Over- 
again ft her a naked Figure of a Man, mbufi: and .vi- 
gorous, with a Beard 5 his Back fhorr, and, to Sight, 
his Face turned to the left Shoulder 5 a Garland of 
Flowers or Laurels on his Head 5 a Quiver, a Bow 
and Arrows by fiis Side; under his ldt Arm Tome- 
thing like Part o!f a Lions Skin* and one Paw, £>ut 
faintly cxprefTcdV Aiihe natural Attitude. 5- moft ex« 
quifite Proportion and Drawing. A little higher, clofe 
by him, a Genius or Goddefs of Tame, with Wings, a 
Garland on her Head, a Sprig like Ears of Corn jn the 
left Hand, and pointing with the right $2ftd both fhc add 
the Man looking to a yotrnglnfant below (amofcbeau- 
tiful Figure, and natural Attitude) fucking a Doe, 
finely drawn and fpotted, which is licking the Child's 
Knee. Under their Feet an Eagle with his Claw 
upon a Globe, and a Lion, both as large as Life. 
Some reckon the Man Hercules, <r& the Woman 
'Pomona : But Hercules, I think, did not ufe the 
Quiver; and 'Pomona has no fuch Majefty, nor any 
Bufinefs with a Club, which is longer and fnValler 
than that of Hercules. 

The third is a Piece of four Feet fquare, reprefent* 
ing the Centaur Chiron, fitting, as it \veYc > on his 
Backfide, and teaching his Pupil Achilles, a young 
Lad of about twelve, to play upon the Harp. Part 
of the Horfe is a very difficult forced Attitude 5 the 

whole 
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whole Body being in View 5 left fore Foot extended j 
great Expreffion and Attention both in Achilles and 
Chiron, who is putting his right Hand round the 
Boy, and playing, by the Help of a final llnftrument, 
on the Strings, which are ten in Number. This is 
accounted a moft mafterly Piece as ever was fcen. 
Chiron has a Mantle tied round his Neck, made of 
the Skin of fome Animal j and Achilles ftands up- 
right naked. 

The fourth is a -Piece of f Feet by 4, reprcfent- 
ing fome very folemn and melancholy Story of the 
Romans 7 and contains feven Figures, three Men and 
four Women. Perhaps the Story of Virginia, when 
Appius Claudius wanted to accufe her faifely, in 
order to gratify his Luft. One Man fitting in a pen- 
five Mood, his left Elbow on his Knee, and his 
Hand up to his Forehead : Another fitting over- 
againfthim, fetting forth fomething in a Paper, which 
he holds to the Breaft of the firft: A young Woman 
fitting on the right Side of the firft, a Figure expref- 
ling great Concern; Jher left Hand affe&ionatcly 
about Jhis Shoulder: And another young Woman 
(landing with great Attention and Surprize by her; 
Behind both, the Figure of a Woman larger than 
the reft, with a Quiver appearing above her Shoulder, 
as ^Diana: An elderly Woman in a fuppliant bend- 
ing. Pofture, with her Finger at her Chin, as if flic 
were liftening with great Grief, and her Face to the 
firft Figure. Alfo an old Man, in much the fame 
Attitude, in great Grief, as if weeping. Perhaps the 
Family of Virginia liftening to the Accufation againft 
her, and fearful left fhe fhould be delivered over to 
the brutal Luft of the Conful : To avoid which, when 
no other Remedy was lefr, Virginius defired to fpeak 
with his Daughter in private, and killed her. 

Thcfe 
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Thcfc are the four capital Pieces > and they are 
fo extremely well executed, that Don Francefco de 
la Vega, a Painter, whom the King of Naples fent 
for from Rome, as one of the beft Hands, to take 
Draughts of thefe Paintings, told mc, that if Raphael 
were now alive, he would be g ; ad to ftudy the 
Drawings, and perhaps take Leflbns from them. 
Nothing can be more juft and correct : The Mulcles 
are molt cxaftly and foftly mark'd, every one in ics 
own Place, without any of that preternatural Swell- 
ing, which is lb much over-done in fome of the beft 
Italian Matters, that all their Men are made to ap- 
pear like Hercules. It is furprifmg how frefh all the 
Colours of thefe Pi&ures are, considering that they 
have been underground above itffo Years 5 bcfides 
the Years they flood, before they were covered by 
the Eruption, which cannot be exactly determined. 

The feus in the fitft, and the naked Figures in the 
fecond Piece, are a good deal upon the red Colour; 
but the Women and Children are of as foft and mel- 
low flefh Colours as if painted in Oil. The third 
and fourth arc fo highly finifh'd, that you can fcarcely 
difcern whether they are done in Water or Oil- 
colours. The laft pleafed me molt; the Conipo- 
fition is good ; the Attitudes natural, and of fine 
Kinds 3 the different Characters juftly exprefs'd ; tfie 
Drawing and Drapery exquifite ; and, tho' done in 
Water, with only two or three Colours at moft ; 
yet the Light and Shade are fo artfully managed, 
that the Figures are quite out of the Surface. The 
Connoificurs prefer the third, or the Centaur. 

C We 
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Wc now come to thofc of the fecond Clafs, which 
arc as follows. 

i. A Piece of 4 Feet by 3, fuppofed to be the 
|udgment of 'Paris. Three Goddefles, with Rays 
like Circles of Glory about their Heads, which arc 
very fine: The firft fitting inclined i two (landing 
.naked $ good Drawing, and natural Attitudes. A 
Figure of a Shepherd at a Diftancc above them, with 
a crooked Staff in his Hand, a Garland on his Head, 
his right Hand grafping fomething, which is not di- 
ftin&ly fecn, as not being fo much finifh'd as the reft. 

2. A Piece of four Feet fquare, reprefenting Her~ 
€ules> when a Child, tearing the Serpent in Pieces 
with great Vigour and Fiercenefs in his Eyes : An 
old Man drawing a Dagger, being ftartlcd at the Dan- 
ger, in order to kill the Snake: A Woman defign'd 
holding up her Hands to Heaven : An old Woman 
holding a Child in her Arms. The Whole natural 
and well drawn. 

3. A Piece of 4 Feet by 5 : An old Man naked, 
fitting : A naked Boy (landing by his Side, with a 
"Piece of a Rod or Twig in each Hand : The old Man 
is pointing with his Finger, and teaching the Boy 
fomething. Fine Drawing, fomewhat defaced. 

4. A Piece of 6 Feet by 3 : A Half Length of Jove 
with Thunder in his Hand: A little Cupid look- 
ing over his Shoulder: A Rainbow : An Eagle : A 
bold old Head : A Figure like Venus coming: from 
bathing naked down to the Thighs. Beautiful Con- 
tour, great Sofrnefs, and fine flefh Colours, fecms to 
have the privy Parts of a Man, an Hermaphrodite. 

f. A fniall Piece, about fourteen Inches fquare: 
Two fine Female Heads, or Half-Lengths ; one with 
a Book m her Hand j great Exprcfllon ! Two Mufes. 

0* Jt\ 
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6. A Piece of about eighteen Inches fquare; two 
Figures of Women like Graces; one naked to the 
Middle, fitting ; fomething like a Quiver at her Feet 5 
another in a Robe, (landing, and leaning on her El- 
bow: Good Attitude i Drawing and Drapery very 
fine j Colours faint. 

7. and 8. Two Pieces, of three Feet fquare, of 
Egyptian Sacrifices. Firft, The worfhipping of an 
Idol, which is placed above in the Portico of a Tem- 
ple, and appears bloody : Seven Figures bending and 
luppliaat in the Aft of Adoration: An Altar in the 
middle : Two Birds, Storks, {landing one on each 

Side : Many other Figures faint. Second, a Prieft 

facriiicing upon a flaming Altar : A Row of diffe- 
rent Figures on each Side : Two in the middle in 
the Aft of Preaching. Attitudes very jult and natu- 
ral, finely done, great Solemnity or Horror: When 
look'd at near, kerns more daubing and unfinished : 
By Vktuoji efteemed a great Piece of Antiquity, and 
of great Study. 

9. Is a Half-Length of a Man like a Pried, with a 
fmall Water-pot, pouring it into a Bafin, fcen by the 
Light of a Lamp. 

10. Is Orpheus and Venus lying together, ki fling 
and carefling, chain'd by the Legs : A Servant hold- 
ing a Harp. Finely defigned, but defaced. 

n # An old Man fitting, with a Cup in one Hand, 
a Stick and Garland in the other. 

12. Is a Half Length of a young Woman. 

13. Is a Piece of two and a half by two Feet; 
Old Silemis holding in his Arms Bacchus a Child : 
A Satyr : A Baccante : Mercury fitting below 1 A 

C 2 Tyger 
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Tyger and Afs lying. Finely drawn, and naturally 
expre&'d. 

14. A flccping Nymph ; a Satyr lifting up her 
Robe : Three By-ftanders, who feem to be very cu- 
rious. A fmall Piece. 

if and 16. Two fmall Pieces of Satyrs raviftiing 
Nymphs: Well drawn, and natural Attitudes, but 
faint and defaced. 

ij. A Piece of four Feet and a half by one Foot 
and a half: A Figure of a Roman Lady, almoft full 
Length, in Attitude of great Grief 5 her Head a lit- 
tle inclined; her Arms dropped down, and her Fin- 
gers clafped i a Sword, with the Handle leaning in the 
Hollow of her Hand. Very juft and natural Exprcf- 
Hon, well finished. 

18. The Goddefs Flora as defcending from Hea- 
ven. Fine Contours : About two Feet fquare. 

19. Is a Piece three Feet fquare : A naked Figure 
with a Lance like a General : A Woman fitting : A 
young Man holding his Horfe : An old Woman. 
Finely done, but defaced. 

20. Orpheus with his Harp, fitting on a Rock by 
the Sea Side : A Child or Sea God riding on a Dol- 
phin, prefenring him with a Book, 

21. Ten fmall Pieces of Roman Ceremonies with 
many Figures,- fome eating, dancing, making Love 5 
others ricd like Prifoners. 

22. Eight fmall Cupids in different Attitudes, and 
different Paces. Very good. 

23. A Phcafant and other Birds: Two fmall Baf- 
kets, one tumbled down : A Rabbit eating. Exqui- 
fitely done. 

24. Two naked Figures, with Cupid betwixt. 

if> 
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2f. A Figure in the Attitude of a Warrior, with 
a Sword in his right Hand, a Buckler in his left, 
and a Cup with fome Jewels at his Feet. 

26. A large Piece of Architecture, which, look'd 
at near, feems rough and daubing, at a Diftance very 
good Pcrfpedtivc. You fee quite thro' two Portico's, 
one above another, into a Palace or Church. Very 
curious Architecture, Colours very lively and frefh. 

27. A Landskape with Houfes, Ruins, a Theatre, 
Good Archite&ure : Figures of Pheafants, Mules 
loaded, &c. 

28. Another Piece of Archite&ure and Perfpe&ive, 
very good. 

A great many other Figures of Men and Women, 
not eafy to be defcribed, becaufe pretty much de- 
faced : Alfo many Fancies of Birds, Bcafts, Chariots 
drawn by different Animals, Children driving: All 
in final 1. 

Little Pieces of Landskapcs, and other Ornaments 
for the Walls of their Houfes, which were painted 
moftly of a yellowifh Colour 5 divided into Squares 
or Panels ; with thofe Pieces of Painting in the Pa- 
nel, and a Border round it. There is a very good 
Piece of Ornament or Cornice, thar was upon tne 
Pi&ure of Thefeus, of a very good Tafte, and finely 
finifhed. 



See Accounts of this fubterraneous City in thefe Tranf. N°. 456, 

p. 365. N°, 4SS^'4 8 4>4- b '9?493- 
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